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4  KINGS  viit.  ij. 

Is  thy  Servant  a  Dog^  that  he  jhould  do  this  great 
Thing  > 

THESE  are  the  Words  of  Hazael  to  tlie  Prophet 
Elijhaj  when  he  foretold  his  Advancement  to  the 
Throne  of  Syria^  and  his  barbarous  and  inhumane 
Treatment  of  the  Children  of  IfraeL 
■    The  St^ry  is  very  remarkable.    For  firft,  that  tender  Love 
and  Concern,  which  it  is  natural  for  a  good  Man  always  to 
retain  for  his  own  Country^  however  idolatrous  and  wicked^ 
is  defcribed  by  the  Prophet's  looking  fo  wiQifuUy  upon  Ua^ 
zaely  and  falling  into  Tears  at  the  difmal  Profpe6l  of  the  things 
which  were  (hortly  to  befall  his  own  People  the  Children  of 
Ifraelf  at  the  i  itb  and  i2f/&  Verfes,  And  be  fettled  his  Coun^ 
itnance  ftedfaftly  until  he  was  ajhamed:  and  the  Man  of  God 
wept.    And  Hazael/wJ,  Ifhy  Tveepetb  my  Lord?  And  be  an-- 
fivered^  Becaufe  I  know  the  Evil  that  thou  wilt  do  unto  the 
Children  of  IfraeL  Tbtirjitong  Holds  wilt  thou  fet  mfire^  and,^ 
their  young  Men  wilt  thou  flay  with  the  Sword^  and  wilt  dajh 
their  Children^  and  rip  up  their  WorKen  with  Child.    It  was  this 
View  of  bis  Country's  Calamities^  that  occafion'd  the  Pro- 
phet's Tears,  whicii  Hazael  wondered  at,  not  knowing  the 
Cauft  of  them.     Secondly,  from  Haz,ael's  Reply  to  the  Pro- 
phet, we  may  obfcrve  that  he  was  greatly  furprized  and  (hock- 
ed at  the  bare  Mention  of  the  Barbarities  he  was  tol  commit, 
and  (eem'd  to  entertain  Elijha^s  Predi<5l:ion  with  Abhorrence 
as  well  as  Amazement.     But  what  ?  Is  thy  Servant  a  Dog^ 
that  be  jhould  do  this  great  Thing  ?    As  if  he  had  faid,  Do  yo^ 
take  me  for  a  Man  of  fo  fierce  and  unrelenting  a  Nature,  thafc 
I  fhould  ever  take  Delight  in  fuch  ftrange  Inhumanities-,  in 
murdering  poor  harmlefs  Infants,  and  ripping  up  helplefi 
Women  big  with  Child  ?    Suppofing  I  had  Power,  can  yoii 
imagine  me  to  be  fo  rocky  and  hard-hearted,  fo  perfectly  voiji 
of  the  common  Sentiments  of  Humanity,  as  to  execute  fuch 
monflrous  Cruelties  even  upon  mymoft  bitter  and  irregqncil^ 
aWe  Eacmics  ?  -^o^ 
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No^  tho*  we  do  not  fin4  afterwards  an  Hiflbrical  and  cxa(^ 
account  of  bis  particular  Anions  of  this  kind,  yet  frequent 
Notice  is  taken  of  bis  Opprellions  of  the  Ifraelites  in  general, 
in  the  Hiflory  of  the  Lives  of  the  Kings  of  IJrael,  who  fat 
upon  tbat  Throne  during  the  Time  chat  he  was  King  of  Syrian, 
And  particularly  in  the  I  ^tb  Chapter  of  this  Book,  at  the  Jth 
Verfe,  we  find  that  Ifrael  was  once  reduced  to  a  very  incon- 
iGiderable  Body  indeed 5  and  that  tbeir  King  Jehoahaz  bad  but 
fifty  HoYpmen^  and  ten  Chariots^  and  ten  thoujand  Footmen  { 
the  Reafon  of  which  is  there  given  \  becaufe  the  King  of  Syria 
(which  was  this  very  Perfon  Haz^ad)  had  defirofd  them ^  ar^d 
bad  made  them  like  the  dafi  by  Threfhtng^  as  it  is  there  exprefs'd* 
So  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  Reafon  to  doubr^  but  that  he 
fully  accomplifti'd  afterwards  what  the  Prophet  foretold  then 
of  him. 

Now  the  Obfervation  I  would  make  from  this  Example^  as 
pertinent  to  the  prefent  Occafion,  is  this :  That  in  a  long 
Courfe  of  Wickednefs  it  comes  to  pafs^  that  Men  are  at  lall 
reconciled  to  what  they  formerly  abhorred,  whilft  their  natu- 
ral Notions  of  Good  and  Evil  remained  clear  and  diftrndt,  and 
their  Minds  were  as  yet  upright  and  unperverted.  It  was  a 
very  wife  ftying  of  the  Latin  Poer^ 

Nemo  repente  fuit  turpiffiww. Juv.  Sat.  z. 

For  a  perFeft  Villain^  as  Well  as  a  perfeft  good  Man^  is  the 
work  of  fome  Time.  He  ftarts  not  up  like  a  Mufhroom  in  a 
day  or  two,  or  like  Jonah's  Gourd  that  fprang  up  in  a  Night. 
A  regular  Progrefs  muft  be  made,  and  certain  Stages  from  bad 
to  worfe  are  neceflary  to  be  run  thro'.  And  this  is  true  as  well 
with  Refpeft  to  Men's  Principles  as  their  Pra<?lices.  Nor  indeed 
is  it  othcrwife  to  be  conceived  how  Men  ever  prevail  with 
themfelvcs  to  commit  A&s  of  very  notorious  and  exemplary 
Villarry,  rill  they  have  changed  and  confounded,  or  at  leaft  ex- 
tremely defaced  and  darkned  their  natural  Notions  of  Virtue 
and  Vice,  Having  laid  down  the  foregoing  Obfervation 
from  the  Inftance  in  my  Text,  I  fball  endeavour  to  illuftrate 
the  Truth  of  it. 

Firft,  by  fliewing  whence  it  is  that  Men  become  reconciled 
both  to  thofe  Opinion^s  and  Pradlices^  which  once  they  could 
not  think  on  without  Horror  at^d  Deteftation^ 
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Secondly,  by  prbvlng  it  true  in  Fail^  and  giving  hiftance^ 
of  it  in  Refpcft  to  Both.  And  in  doing  this,  1  fhall  have  re- 
gard partly  to  the  Rebellion  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  on  account 
of  which  we  are  now  met  to  humble  our  felves  before  God, 
and  partly  to  the  prefent  Times. 

Firft,  I  am  to  (hew  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  Men  once 
unprejudiced  ip  their  Judgments,  and  fmcere  in  their  Intenti- 
ons, become  in  Trail  of  Time  reconciled  to  thofe  wicked  Opi- 
nions and  Practices  which  formerly  they  could  not  think,  or 
hear  of  without  Horror  and  Deteftation.  But  here  I  do  not 
intend  to  give  an  Account  of  the  feveral  Prejudices  atid  Mif- 
chiefs  arifing  from  Education,  Humour,  Lull  of  Power,  Profit, 
or  Pleafure  •,  each  of  which  is  apt  to  incline  u  Man  to  think 
and  do  wickedly  at  one  Time  or  another,  but  only  to  fuggeft 
the  general  Caufes  and  Rcafons  of  Men's  total  Defc6lion  from 
Sincerity  and  Uprightnefs  in  their  Dealings,  and  from  their 
firp  and  befi  Notions  of  Right  and  Wrong. 

It  is  hard  to  fay  whether  Men^s  Principles  and  Opinions 
have  a  greater  Influence  on  their  Pradice,  or  their  Practice  on 
their  Principles  and  Opinions-,  Or  todifcover  always  from 
which  of  thefe  the  Corruption  begins  in  particular  Perfdns. 
por  fometimes  Men  are  debauch'd  in  their  Lives  and  Manners 
firft,  and  fo  fceking  to  defend  themfelves  by  falfe  Reafoning, 
embrace  Error  :  at  others  their  Minds  are  firft  fecrctly  poi- 
foned  by  fome  one  or  more  falfe  Opinions^  and  they  aft  irt 
purfuance  of  them  \  and  fo  fall  into  great  Impietics^and  greater 
Abfurdifies  In  Opinion.  But  it  matters  not  to  my  prefent  Pur- 
pofe  whence  the  mifchief  originally  flows,  provided  it  be  true, 
that  by  either  of  thefe  ways  Men's  Judgments  may  in  time  be 
fo  far  perverted,  that  they  will  neither  boggle  at  theCommif* 
fton  of  the  greateft  Villanies,  nor  ftrain  In  fwallowing  down 
the  moft  damnable  Dodlrines  and  Tenets.  And  this  is  cer- 
tainly true.  For  there  is  a  certain  Pronenefs  and  Declivity  in 
Evil  •,  a  Defcent  by  Steps,  which  altho'  it  be  not  fo  fleep  that 
Men  come  to  the  bottom  prefently,  yet  does  not  cafily  ad- 
mit of  a  ftdp  without  turning  back,  and  taking  the  quite  con- 
trary Courfe.     The  Rcafons  of  this  Declivity  are. 
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Firfl^  becaufe  one  Sin,,  or  one  wicked  Opinion,  is  natu- 
rally the  Caufe  of  another. 

Ftrjl^  One  Sin  naturally  draws  another  after  ir.  This  is 
matter  of  daily  Obfervation.  How  frecjuent  is  it  with  us  to 
deny  what  we  have  done  amifsj  and  to  cover  our  felves  from 
the  flrame  and  punifhment  of  our  other  Faults  by  Falfliood 
and  Lying?  How  common  to  defend  our  fraudulent  and 
wrongful  Dealings  by  Violence,and  frefh  inftances  of  Injuftice, 
tojuftify  Slander  by  Detraction,  and  Difobedience  by  Rebel- 
lion J  How  many  Murders  have  been  occafioned  by  a  fie  of 
Intemperance  in  drinking  ?  How  many  Thefts  have  fprang 
from  Prodigality  or  Avarice?  How  much  Lewdnefs  and  De- 
bauchery from  Excefs  and  riotous  Living  ?  Thus,  as  the 
Tfalmifi  elegantly  expreffes  it,  wefallfiom  qne  ivickednefs  to  ' 
another  :  And  the  Coramiffion  of  one  Crime  lays  us  under  a 
kind  of  Neceflity  and  Obligation  to  fin  on,  in  order  to  keep 
up  our  Intereft  and  Reputation  with  a  Party,  or  to  defend 
what  we  have  done  already,  and  maintain  a  Confiftency  and 
Uniformity  in  our  Anions. 

This  Matt«r  cannot  perhaps  be  better  illuftrated,  than  by 
the  Inftance  of  a  Sinner,  who  by  cool  and  fober  Reficftions, 
and  the  Affiftance  of  Divine  Grace,  being  brought  to  a  true 
Senfe  of  his  unhappy  Condition,  and  poffeffed  of  flrong  Re- 
Solutions  to  forfake  his  former  fins,  in  earned  fets  about  the 
great  and  necefl4ry  Work  of  Reformation,  It  is  hardly 
poffible  to  imagine  what  mighty  Obfl:ru>5lions  and  flirewd 
Temptations  fuch  a  one  conftantly  meets  with  from  his 
former  Sms,  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Repentance. 
Let  us  confiJer  this  Matter  a  little.  What  Anfwer  (hall  I  e 
give  to  his  old  Friends  and  Companions ,  when  they  up-^ 
braid  him  with  his  Defertion,  and  folicite  him  with  all  their 
Power  to  return  to  his  former  unlawful  Pleafures  and  Re- 
creations ?  If  his  Fortunes  are  broken  by  his  former  Luxury 
and  Extravagance,  how  ftiall  be  get  himfclf  a  Livelihood 
without  the  bafe  Arts  of  Fhttcry  and  Obfcquioufnefs  ?  If  he 
has  contraiScd  Debts  and  Obligations  beyond  his  abiliry 
to  fatisfy,  how  (hall  he  put  off  the  numerous  Train  of  bis. 
Creditors  and  .^J^tendant^  zx  the  Time  appointed  y,  wiihauCi 
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Prevarication  and  breaking  his  Word  ?  If  he  has  entered  in- 
to any  fecrec  Combination  to  execute  (bme  defperatc  and  dark 
contrivance,  how  (hall  he  quit  his  Defign,  and  (hake  off  his 
Accomplices  without  endangering  his  fafcty  ?  Thefc  and  a 
Thoufand  like  Difficulties  lie  in  the  Penitent's  Way  ^  And  if 
he  does  not  happily  provide  againft  them  by  a  prudent  Care 
and  Forefight^  will  foon  unfettle  hisPurpofe  of  Amendnrenr, 
vanquirti  his  moft  folemn  Vows  and  Engagement?,  and  make 
all  his  Refolutions  fall  before  them; 

Nor  is  this  clofc  Connexion  and  Dependance  to  be  found 
only  amongft  the  A£is  of  Sin,  but  the  Habits  alfo.  There  is  a 
certain  Chain  that  links  together  the  Vices  as  well  as  the  Ver- 
tues.  Infomuch  that  when  a  Man  contrails  a  Habit  of  one 
Vice,  he  at  the  fame  time  conirafts  Difpofiiions  and^Tenden-^- 
cies  at  leaft  towards  others,  which  gathering  ftrength  by  Time 
eafily  improve  into  Habits^  and  then  are  apt  again  to  multi- 
ply their  kind,  and  to  beget  new  Tendencies  and  Difpofirions 
to  Sin.  So  that  it  is  the  vaineft  thing  imaginable  for  a  Man^ 
whilft  he  perfifts  refolutely  in  finning,  to  think  to  be  juft  as 
wicked  as  he  pleafes,  to  circumfcribe  and  fet  Bounds  to  his 
Iniquity,  and  to(zy^  Hitherto  Jhalt  thou  go^  and  no  farther. 

And  thus  it  is  with  Refpeft  to  Men's  Principles  too,  as  well 
as  their  PraSiices.  For  one  corrupt  Do6lrine  or  Opinion  is  a 
ftrong  Byafs  upon  the  Underftanding ,  continually  drawing  it 
off  to  a  greater  Diftance  from  Truth  •,  and  exrending  it  felf 
toother  (nolefs  pernicious)  Confequences,  which  alfb  lead 
on  to  more  diftant  Fallloods.  And  tho'  the  Progrcfs  and 
Growth  of  dangerous  and  fmful  Errors  is  fometimes  quicker, 
at  others  more  flow^  according  to  the  different  Conftitutions  of 
Men,  and  the  Temper  of  the  Soil  in  which  they  are  planted  •, 
yet  there  is  always  the  fame  Tendency  in  them^  tho'  they  do 
?iot  always  produce  Effeft>'  equally  lively  and  vifible,  by  Rea- 
fon  of  fome  accidental  Obftru6lions  and  Indifpofitions  in  the 
Pcrfons  receiving  rhem.  Add  to  this,  that  a  falfe  and  corrupt 
Opinion^  if  it  happens  to  be  attacqued,  ufually  ftafid?  in  need 
of  fcveral  others  to  defend  it,  without  the  Affiftance  of  which 
it  cannot  poffibly  maintain  irs  Ground  ^  and  therefore  there 
is   a  Neceffiry  of  erobjAcing  them  for  its  fake. 
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A  Second  ohviom  jReafbn  of  this  PronNenefi  and  Dediyity 
in  Sinj  is,  becaufe  wicked  Principles  have  a  mighty  InfJucnce 
on  Men*i  Lives  and  Actions  to  make  them  wicked  too :  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  corrupt  and  vicious  Life  naturally  car- 
rapts  and  hlinds  the  Under  (hading  ,  and  by  a  kind  of  Re- 
adtion  fiHs  the  Mind  with*  erroneous  and  damnable  Opinion?, 
So  that  there  is  a  mutual  and  double  Propagation-  both  of 
Sin  and  Error.  For  Error  does  not  only  produce  Error, 
but  Sin  ^  and  Sin  does  mot  produce  Sin  on'ly3  but  Error  alfo. 
And  as  it  is  an  infallible  Maxim  of  Divinfe  Truths  that  Aden 
therefore  love  Darkttefs  rather  than  Lights  ( that  is,  greedily 
embrace  Ignorance  and  Error)  becaufe  their  Deeds  are  euil^ 
Joh.  3.  ip.  So  it  is  true  alfb^  that  Men's  Deeds  are  there- 
fore evilj  becaufe  they  love  Darknefs  rather  than  Light  \  that 
isj  becaufe  they  have  embraced  falfe  and  damnable  Opini- 
ons.    But  I  fliall  not  infift  any  longer  on  this  now. 

The  lafi  Reafbn  I  ftiall  affign  of  this  Declivity  of  Sin, 
is,  becaufe  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  gradoally  withdraws-  his 
kind  and  bleffed  Influence  from  Sinners,  and  at  laft  leaves 
them  to  aft  without  controul  according  to  their  own  wicked 
Imaginaiiions.  Every  Abufe  of  the  Divine  Grace  does  in 
fame  degree  grieve  and  vex  the  Holy  Spirit^  which  is  the 
Author  of  ir,  and  nidkes  him  retire  farther  from  us.  But 
then  he  is  patient  and  long-fuffering  •,  waits  upon  our  Hard-^ 
ncfs  and  Impenitency,  and  labours  to  foften  and  reclaim 
uSj  and  never  totally  deferts  us ,  till  after  very  many  and 
very  fore  Provocations.  But  when  we  have  perfifted  a  long 
Time  in  our  Obilinacy  and  Perverfenefs,  and  have  corrupted 
our  Underflandings  as  well  as  our  Livts ,  then,  fmall  hopes 
of  our  Reformation  appearing,  he  begins  to  ceafe  ftruggling 
and  driving  with  us,  till  in  the  End  he  utterly  cafts  us  off, 
abfoJutely  refufing  to  mif  fpend  the  pretious  means  of  Salva- 
tion any  more  upon  us.  And  when  we  are  left  thus  wholly 
to  our  Selves,  and  given  up  to  a  Reprobate  fenfe,  what  can 
be  expe£led  but  that  like  the  Heathens  of  old  ,  of  which 
St.  P^^/Tpeakf^  wefhould  work  all  uncleanne^^  and  all  mauTi 
ner  of  other  Im^xttitSyWitb greedimji^  Eph.4.  19.  Thisis. 
the  WOT^  Conditioaia  which  Men  can  poljibly  be  in  this  Life.. 
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For  (Heb.  1 0.26527.)  tbire  remains  no  more  Sacrifice  far  Sins 
but  a  fearful  looking  for  ef fiery  Indignation  to  confume  fuch  pre- 
fumpruous  Dcfpifers  of  God's  Grace  and  Goodners.  Then  Mca 
fin  of  abfblute  Neceiliryj  and  yet  rauft  give  account,  and  an- 
fwrer  fcv^erely  for  all  iheir  Thoughts  and  A£Hons,.tho'  they  are 
not  now  at  Liberty,  becaufe  they  were  antecedently  free. 

Thus  having  (bewn  the  general  Caufes  and  ReafonsoFtbac 
Declivity  in  Sin,  whereby  it  comes  to  pafs  that  Men  are  at  laft 
reconciled  to  tbofe  things,  they  once  dctertcd  and  abhorred  j 
which  was  ray  firft  General  Head.    I  come. 

Secondly,  to  give  fome  InlUoccs  of  it^  both  wuhRefpe£l 
to  the  Praiiices  and  Opinions  of  Men. 

As  to  the  6rft  I  (hall  need  to  fay  the  leG,  becaufe  it  is  eafy 
to  (ay  (b  much.  When  the  Parh'ament  was  called  in  Forty-one, 
there  were  few  that  came  to  it  with  premeditated  and  fettled 
Refblurions  to  attempt  the  Diffolution  of  the  Government,  and 
remove  the  anticnt  Foundations  eith^  of  Church  or  State. 

In  rbe  Houfe  of  Lord?,  the  Earl  oF  Ejj'ex  had  not  long  be- 
fore tbi5  performed  the  Expeditioi  he  was  fcnt  upon  by  the 
King  againft  the  Scots  with  exact  Conduct  and  Fidelity^  and 
yet  be  wai  made  afterwards  General  of  the  Rcber*  Army. 
And  it  is  a  grwt  QucQion  whether  Vym^  the  firfl  Mover  of 
Sedition,  and  chief  Leader  of  the  furious  Party  in  the  other 
Hou(e,  had  laid  at  that  Time  half  that  Mifchief  wbicb  be 
afterwards  cffeded.     This  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  if  he  nad 
communicifed  any  fuch  wicked  Intentions  to  hjs  blind  Fol- 
lowers, moft  of  them  would  have  fled  from  him  as  from  the 
Peftilence  ^  and  he  would  have  appeared  as  odious  and  loath- 
fome  to  them,  as  he  did  afterwards  to  his  Servanu  and  neare(l 
Relations,  when  by  the  juft  Judgment  of  God  he  lay  langui(h. 
ing  of  chat  (Grange  and  abominable  Dillemper,  that  pu£  an 
End  both  to  his  ViUany  and  Life. 

Every  one  that  reads  but  with  ordinary  Attention  the  in- 
comparable Hidory  of  that  Unnatural  Rebellion ,  with  the 
noble  Author's  juft  and  ufcful  Renurques  upon  the  fevcral 
Srepj  and  Paflages  of  it,  can't  but  fee  and  obfcrve  how  tho(c 
who  at  firft  had  hardly  any  ill  Dcfign?,  nor  fufpe(Sed  others 
of  havings  came  by  Degrees  to  be  ioyolred  in.  (i^worft : 

And 


And  that  feveral  of  thofc  who  were  modeft  and  rcferved  Re- 
bels in  Forty-onej  in  Forty-eight  fat  with  impudent  Faces  in 
the  High  Court  of  Juftke^  as  they  were  pleafed  to  call  it  ^  and 
to  the  eternal  Reproach  and  Difhonour  of  the  Chriflian,  as 
well  as  Englifli  Name,  fignM  a  Deedof  that  monftroud  Na- 
turCj  fo  prodigioufly  wicked,  that  as  bad  as  the  World  ever 
was,  or  is,  ftands  alone,  TGod  be  thanked)  as  yet  without 
Precedent  or  Parallel  in  Hiilory.  What  future  Times  may 
produce,  when  the  fame  Principles  are  encouraged^  and  the 
fame  Methods  are  again  purfued,  God  only  knows, 

Nor^Secondly^  would  it  be  more  difficult  to  give  Examples 
of  the  prodigious  growth  of  ill  Principles  out  ot  theHiftory 
of  the  fame  Times,  were  not  our  own  as  proper  to  furniilius 
with  them. 

I  (hall  give  one  which  refpecSls  Submiflionto  theSoveraiga 
Power  of  a  Nation,  and  that  (hdU  lerve  inftead  of  many,  Er 
very  one  knows  that  the  old  Do6lrine  was,  that  the  Supreme 
Power  might  not  be  lawfully  refifted  in  any  poflible  Cafe^  or 
upon  any  Pretence  whatroever3  and  that  this  was  always  taken 
tot)e  the  Dovlrine  of  the  Primitive  Church  and  of  the  Church 
of  ^n^land  ;  and  to  be  plainly  enough  aflerted  in  the  Scrip-^, 
tiire,  efpecially  by  St.  P<i«/ and  St.  Pe^er  in  their  Epiftlcs. 

A  little  tp  fgiften  and  relax  fo  rigid  a  Doftrine,  fome  (per- 
haps not  ill-meaning)  Perfons  ventured  to  purpofe  an  Excep- 
tion not  found  in  the  Scriptures,  authorized  either  by  the 
primitive  or  prefent  Church,  of  a  fingle  Cafe,  in  which  it 
{hould  bevifibly  impoflible  by  any  other  means  to  preferve 
the  Lives  and  Fortunes,  the  Religion  and  Liberties  of  the 
whole  Community,  and  to  make  a  doubt  (atleaftj  whether 
'^  Refiftance'In  that  Cafe  might  not  be  lawful.  The  next  Step 
was  to  except  this  Cafe  abfolutcly  •,  and  peremptorily  tQ  con- 
clude Refiftance  lawful  on  the  united  Reafons  of  the  Prefer- 
varion  of  our  Lives,  Liberties,  Properties  and  Religion  from 
vjfibic  and  imminent  Ruin. 
^  Afterwards  thefe  Reafons  came  to  be  divided ,  and  a  pal- 
pable Invafipn  upon  the  Rights  of  the  whole  Communiry  in 
any  Refpedt  by  the  fupreme  Authority^  wAs  thought  a  iiil- 
ij.cient  Reafon  to  juftif}^  Rcfiftanceo 


Here  a  rational  Man  might  poflibly  haV-e  expelled  a  Stop^ 
tccauft  it  feems  to  be  as  much  as  the  moft  prcffing  Nfeceffities 
of  a  Community  can  require,  to  hefetfree  from  the  Prohibi- 
tion oi^  Refiftance  m  all  the  foregoing  Inftances.  Bat  alas ! 
the  great  Captain  and  Champion  of  this  our  Caufe  is  advanced 
farther,  and  we  mu  ft  follow  him  ^  who  affcrts  it  not  to  be 
lawful  only,  but  a  neceffary  Duty  in  all  fuch  Cafes  to  take  up 
the  Arms  of  Refiftance  for  the  publick  Good. 

Let  us  now  look  back  to  the  Precipice,  and  confider  from 
whence  we  are  fallen.  It  is  not  very  long  fincc  Rififtance  of 
the  fupreme  Power  was  commonly  thought  abfolutely  unlaw- 
ful in  any  Cafe.  Now  it  is  not  only  thought  lawful  to  refift 
the  fame  in  Defence  of  our  Lives,  and  Liberties^  Propcriica 
or  Religion^but  not  to  refift  in  Defence  of  either^  when  the 
Publick  is  attacqued  in  either,is  accounted  a  Crime  and  an  O^- 
pofitiontotkeWiliofGad'^^nd  to  aflert  the  contrary Principle,is" 
looked  on  as  not  only  very  abfurd  and  riMculem ^hutzs  dan^e^ 
rous  and  unfafe.  But  how  dangerous  foever  it  may  be  toafferc 
fuch  a  Doftrine^if  it  be  theDoftrine  of  Chrift  and  hisApoftles 
(fas  I  think  it  is)  I  am  fure  it  muft  be  much  more  dangerous, 
(efpecially  toa  Miniftcrof  theGofpel)  to  be  afhamed  or  afraid 
toaffertiCj  and  maintain  it  too  againft  allOppofirion.  And 
I  fhall  therefore  beg  leave  to  fay  lomething  to  what  has  been 
advanced  by  the  celebrated  Patron  of  the  Dodlrine  ("and  in- 
deed Duty)  of  Refiftance  in  the  Cafes  before  mentioned. 
There  is  one  Argument  above  others  which  occurs  very  often 
in  his  Writings  on  this  Subjeft,  and  in  which  he  feems  to  take 
great  Delight  and  Satisfaftlon.For  he  has  placed  it  in  fevcral 
Lights^  cloath'd  ic  with  variety  of  Expreffion,  and  by  help 
of  it  ha^  enervated  and  explained  away  Sr.  Vauh  Argument,^ 
(or  at  leaft  what  was  commonly  taken  to  be  his  Argument)  in 
the  I'^tb  Chapter  to  the  Romans-^  and  has  framed  an  Anfwer 
from  it  alfo  to  feveral  other  Texts  of  Scripture. 

The  Argument  is  this.  That  it  is  impoflible  that  any 
King,  Prince,  or  Governour,  fliould  be  the  Minifier  of  God, 
or  the  Ordinance  of  God  ;  or  that  he  (houid  acl:  by  God^s  Au^^ 
thority^  or  by  a  Comr?ffjfion  from  him^  whilft  he  is  opprefllng 
and  tyrannizing  over  bis  Subje6ls,  or  any  longer  than  he 

confults 


confults  their  good  ^  and  that  to  affert  the  contrary  is  nothing 
left  than  Blafphemy.  .  The  Confequence  of  which  is  this, 
that  to  refift  a  Prince  when  he  a6ls  unjaftly,cannot  be  refitting 
God's Minifier  or  Ordinance^  and  that  he  may  and  ought  to  be 
refifted  by  the  Community,  when  the  good  of  the  Community 
requires  it.  This  feems  to  me  to  be  one  main  Support  of  his 
Caufc,  and  indeed  that  in  which  h^  great  firengtb  lies  ^  info- 
much  that  if  he  fliould  happen  to  be  at  any  time  deprived  of 
it,  and  have  utterly  taken  from  him,  he  would  become  weak^ 
and  Itke  another  Man.  I  (hall  endeavour  to  invalidate  this  Ar* 
gument  by  the  following  Conflderations. 

Fsr(t,  it  feerns  lo  prove  too  much.  For  it  will  prove  that 
the  fupreme  Power  or  Governour  of  a  Nation  may  be  law-* 
fully  refifted  on  account  of  one  fingle  Afi  of  Injuftice,  whe- 
ther of  a  publick  or  private  Nuure,  notwithftanding  that 
St.  P^«/affertsfiich  aPcrfon  to  be  the  A//«//?^r  of  God^  and 
to  ht  ordained ef  God.  I  (aj^  notwithftanding  any  Argument 
that  can  be  drawn  from  Sr.  Vauh  calling  him  the  Mintfierot 
Ordinance  of  God,  For  I  acknowledge  that  this  Author  does 
affert  in  many  Places^that  a  Prince  may  not  be  lawfully  refifted 
on  account  of  one  Gngle  a6l  of  unjull  and  arbitrary  Power  of 
what  nature  foever  \  but  then  he  grounds  this  Affertion  upoa 
a  quite  different  Reafon  •,  not  bccaufe  he  continues  ftill  to  be 
the  Minifter  of  God  •,  but  becaufe  it  is  not  for  the  good  of  the 
Community  to  refift  him  on  any  account,  except  topreveitc 
the  utter  Ruin  of  the  Publick. 

But  it  may  reifonably  be  qicftioned,  whether  all  that  ap- 
prove his  other  Notions,  will  agree  wich  him  in  this.  For  if 
a  Prince  may  be  refifted  and  depofed  to  prevent  the  utter  Ruia 
of  a  Community^  why  may  he  not  be  refifted  and  depofed  td 
prevent  the  partial  Ruin  of  it,  or  to  obtain  fome  mighty  Ad- 
vantage to  it  ?  Or  why  fhould  this  Author  think  Refiftance 
can  never  promote  the  IPublick  Good  of  a  Community,  but 
when  it  is  made  ufe  of  for  its  immediate  Prefervation  ?  This 
feems  to  be  butan  arbitrary  and  groundlefs  Affertion.  But  if 
it  be  granted  to  be  poflible  that  the  Publick  Good  may  be 
promoted  by  Refiftance  in  fome  Cafes,  befides  where  the  im» 
ine^iat^  Prefei vatioa  of  the  pMbli(;k  is  concerned^  then  v/ill 
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ir  juffify  Refidance  in  thofe  Cafes  alfo.  In  fhorr,  it  may  pof- 
libly  (ometimes  happen^  that  a  Prince,  who  is  in  the  main 
good  and  gracious  to  his  Subjeils,  may  fit  at  the  Helm  of 
Government,  at  a  time  when  the  State  of  Affairs,  and  the 
Good  of  the  Community  require  a  more  wife  or  more  a£feivc 
Governour  ^  and  it  may  be  poffible  at  the  fame  Time  to  difplacc 
the  prefenc  PofTeffor  without  much  hazard  or  trouble  to  the 
Communitj'.  In  this  Cafe  he  has  nothing  left  to  protect  him 
but  his  Divine  Commiffion  and  Charailer  :  and,  according 
to  this  Author,  he  forfeits  that  by  one  fingle  AGt  of  arbitrary 
and  illegal  Government.    But^ 

Secondly^  let  us  fee  how  this  Way  of  arguing  will  hold  in 
Cafes  of  a  private  Nature.  A  Father  has  an  Authority  given 
him  by  God  over  his  Children,  which  Authority  is  aUo  given 
him  for  their  good.  But  fuppofe  he  fhould  have  been  guilty 
of  QimQ  one  iSt  of  Cruelty  or  Unkindnefs  towards  ihem  j  Will 
it  follow  that  he  has  forfeited  his  Authority  over  them,  and 
that  they  may  lawfully  refill  him  ?  It  is  true  indeed  ^  God  ha^. 
not  authorized  him  to  play  the  Tyrant  over  them,  or  to 
grieve  and  vex  them  at  his  Plcafure,  But  will  his  unjuftifiable 
Behaviour  towards  them  abfolve  them  from  the  Duties  of 
Refpe£l  and  Obedience  ?  The  fame  may  be  applied  ro  the 
Cafe  of  Mailers  and  their  Servants.  And  both  tbefe  Cafes  be- 
ing of  a  private  Nature,  no  collateral  Confiderations  of  Pub- 
lick  Good  can  come  in  to  relieve  and  fupport  a  diftreffed  Ar- 
gument. 

Thirdly^  xo  give  a  full  and  diftinft  Solution  to  this  Fal- 
lacy. I  fay  that  the  fuprerae  Governour  of  a  Nation  is  thq 
Minifier  and  Ordinance  of  God  ^  that  he  ftands  inverted  with 
bis  Authority ^and  aeJs  by  vertue  ofaCommiflionfromhimin 
all  his  regal  and  publick  Aft?, whether  they  promote  the  good  or 
tend  to  the  harm  of  the  Commumry :  and  that  to  affert  this^ 
does  not  refl^it  di(bonour  upon  God^  whole  Minifter  he  is, 
and  who  gave  him  his  Commiflion  and  Authority.  Indeed  to 
affirm  that  God  has  given  any  Man  an  Autbority  or  CGnxmif-  \ 
(ion  to  opprefs  and  injure  others,  is  to  charge  him  confequenti-i 
ally  with  being  the  Author  of  Evil.  B  Jt  to  fay  that  he  hgs  • 
given  a  Perfon  an  Authority  or  Commiflion  by  the  Ahufi  of 
which  he  oppreffes  and  injures  Others,  is  not  to  fix  any  fuch 
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Iwtfphemous  Charge  upon  him,  any  more  than  to  fay  th^t  God  ht%  entJued 

j^H^ti  with  a  Liberty  of  Adion,  by  the  Abufe  of  which  they  ofrcn  fail  into 
grievous  Sin,  would  be  to  accufehim  ofbeiRg  the  Aurhor  of  Sin,  and  to 
fix  the  like  blafphcmous  Charge  upon  him.  When  a  Pritace  opprc^eshis 
Subjects,  he  does  not  a£i  according  to  the  Commiflion  God  has  given  him, 
it  is  true  J  but  ncverthelefs  he  adts  by  ^ertueofhis  Commiffion,  And  I 
would  ask  this  Author  whether  if,in  (peaking  of  a  Prince's  oppreiling  his 
Subjefts,  one  (hould  let  fall  this  Expreflion^  that  fuch  a  Prince  abufcs  his 
Divine  Commififion,  the  expreffion  might  not  be  allowed  to  be  proper  :  If 
be  fays  it  might,  then  I  argue  j  that  the  Abufe  of  a  Gommiflion  fuppofes  it; 
and  that  no  one  is  capable  of  abufing  aCommjAion,  but  he  that  has  one. 

And  why  (hall  not  this  be  as  good  an  Argument  to  prove  that  a  Prince 
has  Commiffion  from  God,  at  the  time  he  oppreflcs  his  Subjefls,  as  roaf- 
fert  that  a  Prince  cannot  have  a  Divine  Commidion  when  he  opprefks  his 
Subjeds,  becauie  God  never  gave  any  Man  a  Commiflion  to  opprcfs,  is 
ao  Argument  that  a  Tyrannical  and  Oppreflive  Prince  has  no  ftxch  Com-.. 
miflTion,  To  adl  not  according  to,  or  even  contrary  to  the  ultimate  End  and 
Defign  of  a  Coww/j^a«,and  to  ad  altogether  without  a  CommiJJion  are  cer- 
tainly very  different  and  diftind  Apprehenfions.  For  Inftance,  Let  us  fup- 
pofe  fome  Perfbns  acculing  the  Deputy  of  a   Province  befgre  his  King  or 

.  Emperour  of  Oppreflaon  :  will  they  charge  him  with  haying  a£led  without 
a  CommifTion  ?  No  certainly.  For  then  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  him  to 
clear  himfelf  of  the  Accufation  by  producing  his  Commiflion.  But  they 
will  charge  him  with  having  not  acted  according  to,  or  elfe  with  having 
"aded  contrary  to  the  Intention  of  it. 

For  I  would  know  what  it  is  that  diftinguiOies  a  Tyrant  from  an  Ufur- 
per,  and  what  is  the  precife  Conception  of  each,  if  every  Princethat  op- 
preffcshis  Subje£ls  bean  Ufurper  properly  fpeaking,  as  1  conceive  he  muft 
be  if  he  ads  without  a  Commiffion,  as  this  Author  fuppofes.  A  Prince 
that  oppreffcs  his  Subjects  is  indeed  a  Tyrant  whether  he  be  lawfully  pof- 
fefs'd  of  the  Adminillration,  or  no.  And  again  a  Prince,  not  rightfully  pof- 
fefs'd  of  the  Adminiflration,is  an  Ufurper  whether  he  opprefTes  the  Com- 
munity or  no.  From  whence  it  fo!lows,that  an  Intruder  and  wrongful  Pof- 
fefTor,  as  he  i$  undoubtedly  an  Ufurper,  fo  he  may  become  a  Tyrant  too 
be  Male-Adrainiikarion  .  but  a  rightful  and  lawful  Prince  can  never  be- 
come an  Ufurpsr  by  Malc-Adminillration,  unkfs  a  Tyrant  and  an  Ufur- 
per be  one  and  the  fame  Notion  and  Thing.  In  a  Word  j  OppreHlon 
with  a  Commiflion  is  mecr  Oppreflion  ,  but  Opprcflioo  without  a  Consmif- 
(ion  is  not  only  bare  Oppreflion,  burimplys  in  it  the  notion  of  Ufurpation 
alf).  The  one  is  a  fingle,  the  other  a  complicated  dime.  For  to  govern 
without  a  Commiflion,  oltho'  a  M«in  Ihould  govern  well,  is  it  ^di  a 
Crime,     The  Summ  of  all  is  this  ;  that  the  Fallacy  lies  altogether  in  the" 

*'  /mannerof  Exprelfioo.  To  affertthat  God  has  given  to  Princes  an  Autho- 
riry  or  Commiflfion  to  opprefs  their  Subjtds,  is  highly  refleding  on  his 
honour  5  but  to  affert  that  he  has  given  them  a  Commiflion  or  Authori*- 
ty  (  not  to  opprefs,  but  )   to  govern   therr  Subjcds,  by  vcrrue  of  which 

I    they  too  ofree  opprefs  thera^  Or,  which  is  the  f4me  rhing  ,  that  they  are 
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the  Mhifferf  of  Gfi>rf  even  whilftrhey  opprefs  them,  has  nothing  furmida-i 
ble  in  it.  However,  to  remove  all  fcrupleof  this  kind,  I  (hall  endeavour, 
foarthly^to}uihfy  this  way  of  EYprcfTion  by  Examples  of  it  in  Scripture. 
The  firft  is  that  of  David,  who  Called  Saul  rhe  Lord's  anointed  (which  Ex- 
prcfiion  anfwers  to  St.  Paul's  Minifler  or  Ordinance  of  God)  at  the  very 

Time  he  was  purfning  his  Life,  and  a  little  affcr  he  bad 
*  I  Sanj.iz^Ch.     flain  fourfcore  and  five  Priefts  of  the  Lord  *  and  put  a 

whole  City,  Men,  Women,  and  Children  to  the  Swcrd, 
only  for  having  fupplied  him  with  Bread,  and  neceffary  fubfiihnce  :  IVho 
can  ftretch  forth  his  hand  againfi  the  hordes  aitointed  and  ke  guiltlefs  ? 
In  the  26?/;  Chaprer  of  the  \ft  Book  of  Samuel  at  the  ^th  Verfe  And. 
before  in  the  x\th  Chapter  at  the  sth  and6r^  Vcrfes,  when  he  had  cut 
off  S/ifi/'s  Skirt,  the  Text  fays,  that  his  Heart  [mote  htm-,  and  that  he 
faid  to  his  Men  ,  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  Jhould  d$  this  thing  unto  my 
Mafler  the  Lord^s  anointed ;  to  flretch  forth  my  hand  agnn^  him,  fee* 
{ng  he  is  the  Lord^s  anointed.  From  whence  I  argue,  that  it  was  Danjtd*s 
Opirtion^  at  leaft,  that  his  Divine  Commiflion  continued  notwithllanding 
his  Mak-Adminiftration,  and  that  there  was  no  harm  in  calling  him  the 
Lord*s  anointed  whilft  he  was  ading  and  contriving  fuch  abominable 
Cruelty  and  Injuftice. 

And  here  I  cai/t  but  take  notice^that  this  Advocate  for  the  Do£lrine  of 
Refiftancc  having  undertaken  to  confider  Davids  Example,    and  being 

hard  prefs'd  by  it,  and  labouring  to  relieve  hirafelf  from 
-J-  Mr.  Hoadly's  it, has  dropt  this  unlucky  txprefrjon,t  ^hat  it  wouUhave 
Mcafures  of  hen  the  higheft  Crime    tn  David  to  have  killed  a  Man 

Submif.  2^.         whorn  he  knei»  God  had  appointed  to  reign  >     What? 
Edit.  P.  128.     Had  God  appointed  Saul  to  reign,   and  bad  he  ftill  the 

Divine  Authority  and  Commiffiom  when  he  had  been 
guilty  of  fo  much  Tyranny  and  Injuftice  ?  Was  he  ftill  the  Minifter  and 
Ordinance  of  God  ?  Why  elfe  would  it  have  been  fo  high  a  Crime  in  Da- 
i;fV  to  have  killed  him  ?  Surely  notbecaufe  he  would  have  done  much  mif- 
chief  to  the  Publick  by  it.  Thus  has  this  renowned  Author  kindly  made 
himfelf  partaker  of  the  fame  Blafpheray,  which  he  fo  unkindly  charges 
upon  others. 

Another  Example  of  thlsway^of  ExprelTion  isour  blcfled  Lord  himfelf, 
who  acknowledged  P/7^f^  the Govcrnour's Power  to  befronj  God,  a  little 
before  be  pafs'd  the  moft  unjuft  Sentence  of  Condemnation  upon  him,  in 
the  x^th  Chapter  of  St. John  ^  Gofpel,  at  the  \oth  and  wth  Wcrks.Then 
fait  hV  ihte  unto  bim^Speakeft  thou  not  unto  me  ?  Knoweli  thou  not  that  I 
have  Power  to  crucifie  t  hee, and  have  Powet  to  releafe  thee}  Jefus  anfwered, 
ThoH  couldft  have  noPower  againft  me^unleffit  was  given  thee  from  above, 
'  Now  whether  our  Bleffcd  Saviour  is  to  be  uoderftood  here  to  mean,  that 
Pilate^'^%  particularly  defign'd,  and  mark'd  out  by  God  to  be  the  Inrtru- 
ment  of  our  Salvation,  by  condemning.the  Lord-of  Life,  and  putting  him 
to  D  ah,  and  for  that  Rcafon  God  hadraifed  him  up  (as  he  \\  faid  to  have 
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done  Vbmaoh  on  another  account)  ^hd  fctlilm  bver  the  Pro- 
vince oiJuJea  5  or  whether  he  only  recognizes Pi/^re's  Autho- 
rity to  hear  and  judge  his  Caufe  as  he  was  the  lawful  Cover- 
nour  of  that  Province^  without  intimating  any  particular 
Defignation  of  him  to  fuch  aPurpofc^  it  is  all  one  tbthe  mat- 
ter in  hand.  The  words  taken  either  way  amount  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  a  lawful  Power  and  Authority  in  the  Go- 
vernour  ovrer  him.If  then  our  blefled  Saviour  declared  Pilate 
to  a6l  by  vertuc  of  a  Divine  Power  and  Commiffion  when  he 
fat  to  judge  him,  and  was  juft  about  to  pafs  the  raoft  unjuft 
Judgment  of  Death  upon  him>  theii  moft  affuredly  it  is  not 
Blaiphany  to  affert  that  Princes  and  Governoursa£l:(tho' con- 
trary to  the  intent  of,  yet)  by  venue  of  a  Divine  Power  and 
CommiiEonj  when  they  are  guilty  of  the  moft  grievous  Op- 
preflions  and  Invafions  upon  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of 
Subjefls. 

1  am  not  ignorant  that  the  aforementioned  Author  has  con* 
fidered  this  Text  alfo  ^  and  that  he  fays  up-        ^ 
on  itjthat  *  whatfoe'ver  Power  comes  to  Men  by     sobmiffion 
tbt  Providence  of  God^  is  given  them  from  <i-     p.  1 2 1, 1 22. 
bove^  and  fuch  {he  fays)  Pilate^/  Power  was. 
But  what  would  he  be  underftood  to  mean  by  this  doubtful 
Expreflion?  Does  he  mean  that  all  Power  which  comes  to  Men 
by  the  h^xtPermijJion  of  Divine  Providence  (fuch  for  Inftance 
as  is  the  Power  of  High-way  men  and  Robbers  over  inno- 
cent Perfons)  is  given  them  from  above?  Befides  other  Incon- 
veniences of  fuch  an  Interpretation,  it  renders  our  Saviour's 
Anfwer  to  Pilate  poor  and  jejune  fenfe.     But  if  Pilatt^s  Pow- 
er came  not  to  him  by  bare  Permiffion^  but  by  Appointment  of 
Providence  (af  it  undoubtedly  did,    fuppofing  him  to  have 
been  a  lawful  Magiftrate)  then  our  Saviour's  Anfwer  implies 
thus  much  ;  that   be  was  willing  to  acknowledge   Pilate'^s 
Authority  to  try  him  to  be  from  God,  even  aliho' he  (hould 
abufe  that  Authority  by  condemning  him  unjuftly  •,  as  he 
knew  be  would.  Nor  does  this  Interpretation  infer  (as  this  Au- 
thor would  have  it)  that  there  was  any  thing  in  Pi/^^e's  Com- 
miffion asaGovcrnour,  to  juftify  him  in  his  unjufi  Proceed- 
ings: It  only  juftifies  his  Commiflionj  not  his  Proceedings  up- 
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oii  it ;  Or,  in  otbet  wordsj  it  only  (hews  that  his  Crime  di^ 
not  he  in  taking  ttpon  him  to  try  a  Caufe  that  did  not  belonj 
to  his  Jurifdiftioh^  and  of  which  therefore  he  ought  not 
have  taken  Cognizance,  but  in  a  Wrong  andunjuft  Detcirhi 
nation  of  a  Caufe  that  came  regularly  before  htm.  I 

I  hope  what  I  havefald  in  Opposition  to  this  Author  wi?^ 
not  be  thought  altogether  a  DigreiSon,  fincemyfirfl:  Defigi^ 
led  theWay  towards  it-,  nor  is  it  at  all  foreign  totheparticulal 
Occafionof  this  Day%  Solemnity^  or  the  prefent  Pofture  bj 
the  XifJ^G^-  ^  s^  fenfible  that  anfwcring  one  Argutnent  alonJ 
(how  popular  and  prevailing  Ibever)  tho'  it  may  weaken,  yej 
will  not  overthrow  a  Caufe*  That  I  leave  as  the  BuTmcrs 
a  much  larger  Difcourfe  and  much  abler  Pen.      ^'\' ' 

But  afrer  all  whit  can  be  faid forit,the  Doftrine  of  Non-Refiilftfice'iS  to 
much  a  Do£lrine  of  the  Crofs  not   to  meet  with  great  Oppofition  fron 
the  Prejudices  and  Paffions  of  Men.    Flefli  and  Blood  and  corrupt  Rcafofl 
will  fct  up  the  great  Law  of  Self  Pre(ervation  againft  it,  and  find  a  thouj 
land  Abfurdities  and  Contradidionsin  it.And  when  Men  are  difpofed  to  an 
wnivcrfal  Latitude  both  in  Opinion  and  Practice,  it  is  iropofTible  to  prcacH 
fuch  rigorous  Dodrincs  without  difobliging ;  cfpecially  if  it  be  done  with 
Boldnefs  and  Authority.     Without  doubt   at  fuch  Seafons  it  is  both  thq 
fa  fell,  and  rhofl  compendious  way  to  Preferment  toglozc  ^md  fall  in  with] 
the  Con  options  of  Humane  Nature :  And  be  that  is  refolvcd  to  adherel 
firmly  to  the  Duty  of  his  Fundion,  and  to  bear  tip  bravely  againft  thel 
Torrent,  hath  nothing  left  to  do,  but  to  take  up  his  Crofs,  and  look  be-* 
yond  this  World  to  that  Crown  of  Life  and  Glory  which  our  Saviour  will 
give  to  thofe  that  continue  faithful  unto  DeathJf  the  Apoftle's  Prophecy  be 
fulfilled,  and  the  Time  is  come  when  Men  will  not  endure  found  Dodrine, 
we  cannot  help  it.      We  are  appointed  to  feed  the  Flock  t)f  Chrift,  to  be 
inftantin  Scafon  and  out  of  Seafon,  to  Reprove,  Rebuke  and  Exhort  with 
alt  Authority,  to  contend  earneftlyfor  the  Divine  MyllerielBi  and  Precepts, 
and  to  watch  for  their  Souls,  who  warchfor  our  Ruin. 

Nor  let  us  think  it  enough  that  we  hold  our  Peace  in  thiseyil  Day,and 
do  not  concur  when  the  facred  Truths  are  openly  artacqucd,  left  we  (hould 
be  interpreted  at  the  great  and  terrible  Day  of  theLord  to  have  been  afhana- 
ed  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  tohave  betrayed  our  Holy  Religion.and  tame- 
iy  given  up  thofe  valuable  thitigs  for  which  fo  many  before  u$  have  glori* 
oully  died  ;  and  laftly.  left  we  (hould  have  a  Portion  allotted  us  wrth  our 
Adverfaries.For  the  Fearful  as  well  as  the  Unbelieving/haH  have  thtirParf 
in  the  Lake  that  hurneth  with  Fire  and  Brimftonry-iohuh  if  the  fecund 
Death,  Rev.  lU  S.  From  which  God  of  his  infinite  Mercy  deliver  both 
us,  and  them»  for  the  Merits  and  thro' the  Mediation  of  his  dear  Son  :  T0 
whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  GhffJl  he  afcrihed  all  Honour  andQh- 
ry,   now  andfei-  evir inure.   Amen,  FINIS* 


